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SUBJ: POLITICAL TENSIONS REMAIN HIGH 

REF: (A) LISBON 3937; (B) LISBON 3972; (C) LISBON 3951 

SUMMARY: REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL (RC) POLITICAL COMMITTEE, 
APPEARING ON TV DISCUSSION PROGRAM JULY 13, SOUGHT TO REASSURE 
PUBLIC RE AEM INTENTIONS IN MOVING TO ESTABLISH "DIRECT LINKS" 
WITH PEOPLE. COMMUNIST-DOMINATED LISBON PRESS HAS CRITICIZED 
DEEINSIVE POSTURE OE POLITICAL COMMITTEE MEMBERS. LEFT- 
LEANING MEDIA HAS GIVEN PREDICTABLE COLORED INTERPRETATIONS TO 
CONTINUING WEST EUROPEAN REACTION SUPPORTIVE OE PS 
DEPARTURE FROM GOVERNMENT. COPCON ISSUED STATEMENT 
JULY 14 COMMENTING ON ESCAPE OE MRPP LEADER MATOS EROM 
MILITARY HOSPITAL. CROWD OF SEVERAL HUNDRED SACKED PCP 
AND FELLOW-TRAVELLING ESP OEFICES IN CITY NORTH OF 
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LISBON. SAME DAY LARGER CROWD PARADED THROUGH AVEIVO 
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IN SUPPORT OF BISHOP AND CHURCH POSITION IN RADIO 
RENESCENSA CASE. TENSIONS CONTINUE HIGH WITH PPD EXPECTED 
TO LEAVE GOVERNMENT ON JULY 16, ANGOLA SITUATION DETERIORATING 
RAPIDLY, AND AFM ASSEMBLY SCHEDULED EOR JULY 15 NOW 
POSTPONED TO JULY 18. END SUMMARY 

1. LOUR MEMBERS OE RC'S POLITICAL COMMITTEE (VICTOR CRESPO, 

VASCO LOURENCO, SOUSA E CASTRO, AND GRACA CUNHA) SPOKE TO 
NATION ON EVENING TV DISCUSSION JULY 13. IN EARNEST, WELL- 
MEANING TONES GROUP SOUGHT TO REASSURE PUBLIC THAT ARMED FORCES 
MOVEMENT (AEM) IS NEITHER ABOUT TO IMPOSE DICTATORSHIP NOR PERMIT 
ONE TO BE IMPOSED ON PORTUGUESE PEOPLE. FOURSOME DISCUSSED AEM'S 
PLAN EOR REINEORCING "DIRECT LINKS" WITH PEOPLE (REE B). PLAN, 
ACCORDING TO LINE, HAS BEEN DISTORTED BY PRESS INTO APPEARING 

TO BE SOMETHING TOTALLY NEW, A RADICAL SOLUTION TO BE IMPOSED 
IMMEDIATELY. NOT SO, THEY SAID. PLAN MERELY RECOGNIZES CURRENT 
STAGE OE AFM/PEOPLE ALLIANCE AND OUTLINES GENERAL AND EXPERI- 
MENTAL PLAN FOR POLITICAL PARTICIPATION BY PORTUGUESE PEOPLE 
OVER NEXT TWO OR THREE DECADES. HOW EAST IT GOES AND ITS PRECISE 
EORM WILL DEPEND ON WILL OE THE PEOPLE. PCP-DOMINATED LISBON 
PAPERS CRITICIZED THE EOURSOME EOR BEING, INTER ALIA, "DEFENSIVE." 

2. EOREIGN REACTION: LEET-LEANING PRESS AND MEDIA HAVE GIVEN 
AMPLE, IF PREDICTABLY COLORED, COVERAGE TO REPORTS OP WEST 
EUROPEAN REACTION TO SOCIALIST DEPARTURE PROM GOVERNMENT. 

NEWS THAT CDU IS CALLING EOR ERG TO END ALL ASSISTANCE 
PROGRAMS TO PORTUGAL MADE PRONT PAGE OP "DIARIO DE NOTICIAS," 
LISBON'S LARGEST PAPER. PRESS AND MEDIA ALSO NOTED 

LINEUP OP ITALIAN AND SPANISH COMMUNIST PARTIES WITH 
"EUROPEAN RIGHT." 

3. INTERNAL REACTION - TWO INCIDENTS: PHYSICAL ATTACKS 

ON POLITICAL PARTY OFPICES HAVE BEEN FREQUENT OCCURRENCES 

IN RECENT MONTHS, ALTHOUGH VICTIMS HAVE ALMOST ALWAYS BEEN 

CDS, CHRISTIAN DBMS, AND PPD. ON JULY 18 A NON-LEFTIST 

CROWD OF APPROXIMATELY 200 RANSACKED PRTY HEADQUARTERS OP 

COMMUNISTS (PCP) AND PELLOW-TRAVELLING SOCIALIST POPULAR 

PRONT (FSP) IN RIO MAIOR (40 MILES NORTH OF LISBON). ON 

SAME DAY SOME 8,000 DEMONSTRATORS PARADED THROUGH AVEIRO, 

AN INDUSTRIAL TOWN HALFWAY BETWEEN OPORTO AND COIMBRA, 
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RALLYING AROUND LOCAL BISHOP (WHO IS ALSO PRESIDENT OP 
METROPOLITAN BISHOPS CONPERENCE) TO SHOW SUPPORT EOR 
PORTUGUESE EPISCOPATE IN RADIO RENASCENCA CASE. BISHOP 
WELCOMED DEMONSTRATORS' EXAMPLE, CALLING ON "SLUMBERING " 
CHRISTIANS FROM NORTH TO ALGARVE TO EMULATE IT. 

4. PLANK REACTION - MRPP THORN DRAWS BLOOD: STUNG BY 
ESCAPE OF MRPP LEADER ARNALDO MATOS FROM MILITARY HOSPITAL, 
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COPCON ISSUED STATEMENT JULY 14 ATTEMPTING SET RECORD 
STRAIGHT ON AFM'S RELATIONS WITH, AND ATTITUDE TOWARD, 

THIS EAR LEET GROUP. DEFENSIVE IN TONE, COMMUNIQUE ATTEMPTED 
JUSTIEY COPCON'S MAY 28 COORDINATED NATIONAL ROUNDUP OP 
MRPP MEMBERS AND AUTHORITIES' SUBSEQUENT TREATMENT OP 
ARRESTEES. COMMUNIQUE EXPRESSED CHAGRIN AT ESCAPE 
EPPECTED JULY 11 BY MRPP SECRETARY GENERAL ARNALDO MATOS 
PROM PRISON HOSPITAL BUT SHED NO LIGHT ON CIRCUMSTANCES 
OP PLIGHT. STATEMENT ENDED ALMOST APOLOGETICALLY NOTINGO 
THAT ONLY 27 OP ORIGINAL 432 MRPP MILITANTS ARRESTED 
REMAIN IN CUSTODY. 

5. TENSIONS REMAIN HIGH: PPD LIKELY DEPARTURE PROM 
GOVERNMENT ON JULY 16 (REP C) PROBABLY ACCOUNTS POR POST- 
PONEMENT TO JULY 18 OP APM GENERAL ASSEMBLY ORIGINALLY 
SCHEDULED POR JULY 16. DETERIORATING SITUATION IN ANGOLA, 
PARTICULARLY THREAT TO WHITE POPULATION THERE, HAS ADDED 
TO TENSIONS HERE (REP B). 

6. COMMENT: POLITICAL COMMITTEE'S PERPORMANCE IS ONE 
MORE EPISODE IN AFM'S INSTITUTIONAL TOING-AND-FROING 
BETWEEN "PROGRESSIVE" AND "PLURALIST" PATHS POR PORTUGUESE 
REVOLUTION. PAR FROM CONCILIATING DIVERGING CAMPS, APM'S 
INDECISIVENESS CONTRIBUTES TO POLARIZATION PROCESS AND 
KEEPS TENSIONS HIGH. 

CARLUCCI 
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